
MISCONCEPTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST (2)
Matthew 16:13-19

Introduction:

1.! In our previous lesson, we noted four common misconceptions about the
! church of Christ that are widespread among religious people.

2.! We sought to correct those misconceptions by going to the Word of GOD.

3.! We continue this study by looking at some additional misconceptions that
! people commonly have about the church of Christ.

Discussion:

I.! “THE CHURCH OF CHRIST DOES NOT BELIEVE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.”

! A.! We believe the entire Bible is the inspired Word of GOD.

! ! “All Scripture is given by inspiration of GOD, and is profitable for 
! ! doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
! ! that the man of GOD may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
! ! every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16,17).

! B.! The Bible deals with three dispensations or ages.

! ! 1.! In the Patriarchal Age from Adam to Moses, GOD spoke 
! ! ! directly to the fathers.
! ! 2.! In the Mosaic Age from Sinai to Calvary, GOD spoke through
! ! ! the Law and the prophets.
! ! 3.! In the Christian Age from Pentecost to His second coming, 
! ! ! the LORD speaks to us through His new covenant (Heb. 1:1,2).

! C.! The Bible is divided by GOD into two major covenants.

! ! “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as 
! ! He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on 
! ! better promises, for if that first covenant had been faultless, then no 
! ! place would have been sought for a second” (Heb. 8:6,7).

! ! “For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a 
! ! change of the law” (Heb. 7:12).

! D.! While we live under the New Covenant, we study and learn from the 
! ! examples of the Old (1 Cor. 10:11).



II.! “THE CHURCH OF CHRIST DOES NOT BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.”

! A.! This charge comes primarily from two groups:

! ! 1.! Charismatics teach miraculous gifts continue today.
! ! 2.! Calvinists teach a direct operation of the Holy Spirit.

! B.! We believe in the GODHEAD (“Trinity”).

! ! 1.! There is one GOD (Divine Nature) but Three Persons who 
! ! ! possess it it (Matt. 3:16,17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).
! ! 2.! The Holy Spirit is called GOD as are the Father and the Son 
! ! ! (Acts 5:3,4; 1 Cor. 8:6; John 20:28).

! C.! We believe in the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit.

! ! 1.! The apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit to equip
! ! ! them for their work as ambassadors of the kingdom.

! ! ! a.! The baptism of the Spirit was a promise, never a 
! ! ! ! command (Matt. 3:11; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4,5,8).
! ! ! b.! The household of Cornelius was baptized in the
! ! ! ! Spirit to prove to Jews that Gentiles were also
! ! ! ! acceptable to GOD (Acts 10; 11:15-17).

! ! 2.! Miracles proved that Jesus was sent from GOD. ! !

! ! ! Nicodemus said: “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher
! ! ! come from GOD; for no one can do these signs that You do 
! ! ! unless GOD is with him” (John 3:2).

! ! ! “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 
! ! ! disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
! ! ! written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
! ! ! of GOD, and that believing you may have life in His name” 
! ! ! (John 20:30, 31).

! ! 3.! Miracles also confirmed the Word of GOD.

! ! ! “And they went out and preached everywhere, the LORD 
! ! ! working with them and confirming the word through the 
! ! ! accompanying signs.  Amen” (Mark 16:20).

! D.! Miracles ceased when the Word was revealed and confirmed (1 Cor. 
! ! 13:8-10).



! E.! The Spirit works through the Word in converting sinners.

! ! 1.! The Word of GOD revealed by the Spirit is His instrument
! ! ! (Eph. 6:17).
! ! 2.! We must be “born of water and the Spirit” (John 3:3-5).
!
! ! ! a.! We are “born of the Spirit” when the Spirit through the 
! ! ! ! Word begets faith in our hearts (Rom. 10:17; Jam. 
! ! ! ! 1:18).
! ! ! b.! We are “born of water” when we are baptized into Christ 
! ! ! ! (Mark 16:15,16).
! ! ! c.! In every account of conversion in the book of Acts, the 
! ! ! ! Word was preached before anyone was saved (Acts 
! ! ! ! 2:14-41; 8:5,12,35; 9:6; 11:13,14;16:32; 18:8).!

III.! “THE CHURCH OF CHRIST BELIEVES THEIR CHURCH IS THE ONLY RIGHT 
! CHURCH.”

! A.! This idea is expressed in various ways:

! ! 1.! “You think you are the only ones going to Heaven.”
! ! 2.! “You are judging, but Jesus said, ʻDonʼt judge.ʼ”

! B.! Every religious body believes it is right, else why would they exist?

! C.! God is the Judge and He alone determines who will be in Heaven.

! ! 1.! Harsh, hypocritical judgment is forbidden (Matt. 7:1-6).
! ! 2.! Righteous judgment is required (John 7:24; Matt. 7:20).
! ! 3.! GOD has appointed Christ as our final Judge (John 5:22; Acts
! ! ! 17:30,31).
! ! 4.! The standard of judgment is His Word (John 12:48).

! D.! The Bible teaches the saved are added by the LORD to His church 
! ! (Acts 2:36-47).

! ! 1.! It is not a case of “your church” versus “my church,” but 
! ! ! whether or not we are in the Lordʼs church.
! ! 2.! All who obey the gospel are added to the Lordʼs church.
Conclusion:

1.! Come to Jesus in the way He has appointed (Mark 16:15,16; Acts 2:38).

2.! If you obey the same gospel today, in the same way people did under the 
! preaching of inspired men, you will be added by the same LORD to the 
! same church they were (Acts 2:41).
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