
PALESTINE IN THE PREMILLENNIAL PLAN
(Joshua 21:43-45)

Introduction:

1.! For several years I taught Bible Geography in schools of preaching.

! a.! I have always wanted to visit Israel.
! b.! Israel is often in the news because of the Arab/Israeli conflict.
! c.! Israel is the only dependable ally the US has in the Middle East.

2.! Is the land of Palestine a special, sacred land today?

! a.! Are todayʼs Jews Godʼs people in any special sense?
! b.! Will Israel play a key role in events at the end of the world?

3.! Premillennialists say “yes,” but what does the Bible say?

Discussion:

I.! PREMILLENNIALISTS PLACE GREAT IMPORTANCE ON PALESTINE.

! A.! A prominent premillennial scholar says:  “Israel is one of the keys 
! ! to the end of the age.  Whoever loses sight of Israel and its role in 
! ! the events connected with the consummation of history has an 
! ! incorrect view of the second advent of Jesus (Harold Lindsell,  
! ! The Gathering Storm, 37).!

! B.! Premillennialists make the following claims regarding Palestine:

! ! 1.! The land promise to Abraham has not yet been fulfilled.
! ! 2.! Jews must return to Palestine and be converted to Christ 
! ! ! before the end of the world.
! ! 3.! The temple must be rebuilt and the sacrificial system 
! ! ! restored.!
! ! 4.! The Battle of Armageddon will be fought in Palestine.
! ! 5.! Christ will rule the earth from the literal throne of David
! ! ! in the literal city of Jerusalem for 1,000 literal years.

II.! THE HISTORY OF PALESTINE FOR THE PAST 2,000 YEARS MUST BE KEPT 
! IN PERSPECTIVE.

! A.! The Jewish Rebellion against Rome occurred from 67-73 AD.

! ! 1.! Jerusalem was destroyed by the Roman army in 70 AD.
! ! 2.! The fall of Masada in 73 brought the rebellion to an end.



! ! 3.! Jews revolted against Rome again in 132-135.
! ! 4.! They were banished from Jerusalem and scattered over
! ! ! the world.

! B.! The Zionist Movement in the 19th century sought a homeland for
! ! the Jews.

! ! 1.! In 1917, the League of Nations allowed Jews to form a 
! ! ! homeland in Palestine.  
! ! 2.! Thousands of Jews emigrated there following World War II.
! ! 3.! The Palestinians who had lived there for hundreds of years 
! ! ! were displaced to make room for the Jews.
! ! 4.! This began the Israeli/Arab conflict which continues today.

! C.! On May 14, 1948, the modern nation of Israel was recognized.

! ! 1.! Hal Lindsey wrote:”The prophets had stated clearly that when 
! ! ! the nation of Israel was reborn, as it was in 1948, this historic 
! ! ! event would signal that the coming of the Lord and Savior 
! ! ! was very near” (The Late Great Planet Earth, 143).
! ! 2.! Harold Lindsell wrote: “Those things which are happening 
! ! ! allow us to conclude that the Lord will come before this 
! ! ! generation passes from the scene”(The Gathering Storm, 47).

III.! THE BIBLE TEACHES THE LAND PROMISE WAS FULFILLED.

! A.! God promised Canaan (Palestine) to Abraham and his seed (Gen. 
! ! 12:4-7;13:14-18).

! B.! God set the boundaries of the land from the Euphrates to the 
! ! Western Sea and from the mountains of Lebanon to the border of 
! ! Egypt (Deut. 11:24).

! C.! The land promise has been fulfilled (Neh. 9:7,8).

! ! “So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to 
! ! their fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it....Not a 
! ! word failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the 
! ! house of Israel.  All came to pass” (Josh. 21:43-45).

! ! 1.! David recovered part of the land which had been taken by 
! ! ! Israelʼs enemies (2 Sam. 8:3).
! ! 2.! Solomon ruled the whole land from the Euphrates to the 
! ! ! Mediterranean (1 Kings 4:21).
!



! D.! Israelʼs continued possession of the land was conditioned on their 
! ! faithfulness to Godʼs covenant ( Deut. 28:1-68; Jer.18:5-10).

! E.! The possession of the throne by Davidʼs seed was also conditional 
! ! (2 Sam. 7:12-17; 1 Kings 9:6,7).

! ! 1.! After Coniah, God declared the throne of David vacant (Jer. 
! ! ! 22:28-30).
! ! 2.! Christ is the rightful owner and now reigns on His throne
! ! ! (Luke 1:32,33; Acts 2:29-32).

IV.! GODʼS CHOSEN NATION TODAY IS THE CHURCH, NOT PALESTINE.

! A.! The true Jew is not physical but spiritual (Rom.2:28,29).

! ! “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
! ! many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There
! ! is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
! ! neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if 
! ! you are Christʼs, then you are Abrahamʼs seed, and heirs according 
! ! to the promise” (Gal. 3:26-29).

! ! 1.! The church is the “Israel of God” (Gal. 6:16).
! ! 2.! Christians are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
! ! ! nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
! ! ! praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
! ! ! marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the 
! ! ! people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
! ! ! obtained mercy” (1 Pet. 2:9,10).

! B.! Jews are saved by obedience to the faith in the same way that 
! ! Gentiles are saved (Rom. 11:20, 26).

! C.! There is one Gospel for both Jews and Gentiles, one Savior, one 
! ! church, and one plan of salvation (Rom. 1:16,17; Eph. 4:4-6; 2:13-18).

Conclusion:

1.! I would love to visit Israel but my interest is purely historical.
2.! I am in favor of Americaʼs support of Israel only because it is in our
! own national interest.
3.! Israel as Godʼs chosen people ended with the cross; Godʼs judgment upon 
! the Jews for rejection of His Son was fulfilled in the destruction of 
! Jerusalem in 70 AD as foretold by Jesus (Matt. 24:1-35).
4.! All men today are saved by obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
! (Gal. 3:26,27).



!


